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DC’s Message 
WOW!! 
District Camp, Goose and 
the World Jamboree, trips 
to Gilwell, Beaver Sleep 
overs, Cycle Camps, D of 
E Expeditions, Winter 
Wonder Bike Ride, to 
name but a few. Have you 
enjoyed 2007? There are 
still 4 months to go so 
what are you going to do 
next? Will you be going to 
the “Thank you” day at 
Buddens with your family on 1st September? How 
about “Gilwell Reunion” or the Festival of Scouting at 
the O2 arena - if you do look out for our District 
Banner in the opening ceremony! 
 
Focusing of Goose, with every Group and Section 
represented it was an amazing experience for all. 
The only complaint made to me was from a Beaver 
Leader and that was because there was too much to 
do! The weather behaved (almost) all the time and 
young people went home at the end of the week 
totally exhausted but happy.  
 
Many thanks to every Leader who worked their socks 
off to ensure that the young people had a great 
experience.  It is hard to single anyone out but 
special thanks must go to Dave XXX, Ian XXX, 
Barbara XXXX and Tony XXXXXX as “The Team”, to 
The Army for providing marquees and the field 
kitchens, to Kelvin who fought his way on site on the 
Saturday in true military style to deliver equipment in 
spite of some challenging traffic, to Brian XXXX who 
was tremendous and to Ian Penny and the Goose 
Team who spent 3 years organising the whole thing. 
If anyone wants to criticise, then I am sure the CC 
will happily accept your offer to organise Goose 
2010. Our Explorers built the very best camp gate on 
the site (see photo) and will be building a gate for the 
recently refurbished chapel at Buddens when plans 
are agreed. 
 
The World Jamboree was the most amazing 
experience imaginable and anyone who attended will 
bore you silly with their “best bits” for years to come. 
Hopefully Jo XXXX will inspire a large number of 
Dorchester representatives to the 22nd Jamboree in 
Sweden in 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 

Please remember to let me know about any young 
people who will have 
completed their Chief 
Scouts Awards in time 
for a presentation 
evening later this year. 
 
The events of the last 
month or so received 
unprecedented media 
coverage and shows 
what can be done with 
effort and good PR 
support.  Locally the 

Echo was much less supportive but we did get good 
local coverage in other publications. You may have 
seen displays arranged by Eileen XXXXX and myself 
in the County Museum and Dorchester Library.  All of 
this has resulted in a good number of membership 
enquiries and put local Scouting in people’s minds. 
To continue getting this good PR please let Pam 
know what you are doing.  Get the papers along, or 
send good ‘active’ digital pictures to Pam (not grip 
and grin) and she will forward them on for you.  
Scouting in Dorset has grown in the last 12 months 
and we especially need more Leaders to take us into 
the next century of Scouting.  Please ‘do your best’ to 
keep us in the public eye.  

      Mike Marsh, DC     
 
New Beaver Scout Leaders 
Tanya XXXXX is to become Beaver Scout Leader at 
Central Dorchester, having had some Leader 
experience at Wimborne in the past. She will be 
assisted by another parent, Robert XXXX , who 
together are anxious to keep the Colony going 
following the decision of Helen Childs to step down 
as the sole Leader after 5 years of dedicated service. 
Thanks to Helen for all you have done for the 
youngsters and thanks to Tanya and Robbie for 
coming forward at this critical time.   Welcome. 
 
Similarly, two parents, Michelle XXXXXX and Karen  
XXXXXX, have kindly agreed to take over the 
running of 1st Dorchester’s Beaver Colony from 
Leader Lorraine XXXX after 11 years of dedication 
and from her two Assistant Leaders, Alan and Julie 
XXXXX after 5 years with her. We owe them a debt 
of gratitude for their service to Scouting and hope 
they may continue in another capacity.  Welcome to 
Michelle and Karen and thanks for keeping the 
Colony going. 
 
Paul XXXX joins as an Assistant Beaver Scout 
Leader to help Leader Carol Jerrard with the 
Charminster Colony.   Welcome to you too, Paul, and 
thanks for your interest.    
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Awards at District AGM 
D of E Explorer Scout Awards 
Duke of Edinburgh Gold (Sectional Awards) 
Steve xxxxxx, Dan xxxx, Dan xxxxxx,  
Francis xxxx, Jon xxxxxx. 
Silver (Full Award) & Chief Scout’s Diamond Award 
Matthew xxxxxxx. 
Silver (Sectional Awards) 
Joanne xxxx, James xxxxxx. 
Bronze (Full Award) 
Stephen xxxxxx & Chief Scout’s Platinum Award 
Tallulah xxxxxx. 
Bronze (Sectional Awards), all Expedition 
Jonathan xxx, James xxxx, William xxxxxx, Jamie 
xxxxxxxxx. 
 
Good Service Awards 
The Chief Scout’s Silver Wolf was presented to Vic  
xxxxx  for “service of a most exceptional nature”. Vic 
has had a long and varied career in Scouting starting 
out with a warrant as an Assistant Scoutmaster at 
Battersea on his 18th birthday in 1939. His Wood 
Badge was signed by none other than Baden Powell  
as Chief Scout !  Becoming a Scoutmaster on his 20th 
birthday he then went on military service to Egypt 
where he joined the International Rover Service Club. 
He was part of a Rover Crew in Cyprus and then Italy 
where the many British Rover Crews helped to re-
found Scouting there after the fall of Mussolini’s 
regime in 1946. 
 
Returning to London he had several roles, 
culminating in becoming DC of Stoke Newington 
before moving to Dorchester in 1968.  He was 
contacted within a weeks of arrival and was ADC 
(Scouts) within two months, afterwards taking over as 
DC from Capt John Morrow.  Vic says he was greatly 
helped by Dorchester Scouters, particularly by John 
and Eileen xxxxxxxx and Jim xxxxxx. 
 
Finishing as Dorchester’s DC in 1975, he turned to 
the County to continue his service to Scouting as a 
member of the County Development Committee, 
County Camping Secretary and Assistant County 
Secretary. He is currently Secretary/Treasurer of 
Sutton Bingham Scout Centre Management 
Committee dealing with sailing on the reservoir and 
Secretary of the Buddens Management Committee, 
part of the County Executive.  What a full life !  
 
We have not lost Vic to the County altogether – he 
remains interested in the local scene as a member of 
the Dorchester District Fellowship. 
 
The Chief Scout’s Silver Acorn was awarded to Brian 
xxxxx  and to John Scutt  for “specially distinguished 
service”.  Brian had 6 years as Assistant Scout 
Leader in New Milton before coming to Dorchester, 
taking on Central Dorchester Cub Pack for 11 years 
with his wife Ruth, followed by ADC roles for General 
Duties, Cub Scouts and since 1993 as 
ADC(Fellowship).  Always willing to help with his 
practical  skills in  the  District, for  the County as the 
Equipment Adviser at Buddens and on Brownsea as 

District Diary  
SEPT  

1 ‘A Thank You Day’,  Buddens. 
8 District Bingo, Magistrates Room, Corn 

Exchange, Dorchester, 2.45 pm. 
16  County Fellowship Day, Breamore House, 

near Fordingbridge. 
26 District Executive Committee Meeting. 

OCT  
6 District Bingo, Magistrates Room, Corn 

Exchange, Dorchester, 2.45 pm. 
13           Dorchester Lions Swimarathon, Thomas 

Hardy Leisure Centre 
20 District Annual Autumn Fayre, United 

Church Hall, 10 am-noon. Group stalls. 
22-26 School half-term Holiday  
NOV  

3 District Bingo, Magistrates Room. Corn 
Exchange, Dorchester, 2.45 pm. 

14  Live ’07 Festival of Scouting, 02 Arena, 
London. 

DEC  
5-19         Scout Christmas Post 
24 School Christmas Holidays begin 

 Details from District Team 

a member of that Fellowship, too.This year his liaison 
with the Town Council was invaluable in staging the 
St George’s Day event at Maumbury Rings.  
 
John has been involved with administration of the 
District, taking on the role of Chairman at the request 
of Eileen xxxxxx, DC, in 1986, then Secretary since 
1991.  He concentrated on fund-raising initiatives to 
make the District self-supporting with surpluses going 
into policies to assist Groups. With the help of 
Fellowship members and other friends, some 
£90,000 has been raised, principally from collecting 
waste paper for recycling and from Scout Christmas 
Post, partly for other local charities.     
 
Dave xxxx  was presented with the Chief Scout’s 
Long Service Decoration in recognition of 40 years 
Service.  Before coming to Dorchester in 1972 Dave 
had 9 years as Assistant Scout Leader at Dorking. 
He spent 13 years with 3rd Dorchester, 10 years as 
Scout Leader.  With a short break he has been 
ADC(Scouts) since 1985. He was Leader of the 
Dorchester Sub-Camp at the County Centenary 
GOOSE Camp this month. He is a member of the 
District Executive Committee, and the District 
Fellowship with his wife Kathy. 
 

New District Treasurer 
Barry Thomas has resigned as District Treasurer to 
enable him go into uniform as an Explorer Scout 
Leader, having taken a keen interest in the activities 
of the Unit since it was formed.  Please note that the 
new Treasurer is John Bates , 13, Powys Close, 
Dorchester, DT1 2RG, telephone 01305 266094.  
 

Autumn Fayre 
Group Executive Committees will wish to start 
preparing for your fund-raising stall, Saturday 
morning, 20th October, at United Church Hall, 
Dorchester. See you there. Setting up from 8.30 am. 


