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DC’s Message  
Seven weeks into the job and still enjoying it, what 
am I missing? 
 
I have been looking through my extensive collection 
of back issues of the “District Bulletin” and various 
themes seem to spring out….. 
 
Training seems to be an issue ….  Centenary of 
Scouting  …….  The next District Leaders meeting   
………….   New broom sweeps clean ………   
  
So, here goes 
 
Training seems to be an issue - but we are getting 
better. My thanks to those Leaders who have been 
working hard to complete their training, and to the 
TA’s for their sterling efforts. The TA’s, LTM and I will 
be meeting soon to re-invigorate the training 
process. Also, the December deadline for Leaders 
on the “old scheme” is fast approaching. 
 
A Century of Scouting will see a number of District 
and County events. Plans are well under way for the 
County St George’s Day Parade at Maumbury Rings 
on 22nd April; Pam is again involved in the planning 
so it will not be allowed to rain, will it! 
 
A District Camp is in planning for the Spring Bank 
Holiday at the end of May and we cannot forget 
Goose 2007 as it incorporates the Sunrise Ceremony 
on 1st August. I hope and expect that every Group 
will be represented at both events. Please can GSL’s 
confirm their commitment to both events to me by the 
end of August? I know many are going but I do need 
your confirmation. Groups have to complete and 
return a registration form for Goose by 15th 
September.  
 
I appreciate that it is at Buddens and that 
 

a) It is just up the road and you like to take your 
Unit, Troop, Pack away. 

b) It is expensive.  
c) The Goose team never deliver, do they? 

 
Well, is this really true?  
 
a) A Centenary Camp will only happen once in 

our lifetime, can we really miss it? 
b) I have seen the programme and the Goose 

team are committed to delivering everything 
advertised, and more. 

c) The costs are all inclusive, can you really 
organise that much for less? 

d) The District will be holding a Beaver Sleepover 
on 31st July so that they can be on site in time 
for breakfast before the Sunrise Ceremony on 
1st August. 

e) There will be a District Sub Camp within Goose 
so if you cannot attend as a Leader we will 
ensure that your young people are well catered 
for. 

f) It is effectively pay and play, thanks to the 
Goose Team. 

g) Finally, have your young people and their 
parents really said that they don’t want to get 
involved? 

 
There will be other events through 2007, some planned 
by the District Team and myself, but please let me 
know what you would like to see happen. Remember 
also that 2007 is just a starting point, not an end. 
 
The next District Leaders meeting is at 7.30pm on 11th 
September, in the Dorset Room at the Colliton Club. 
The invitation is simple - if you are a Leader your 
attendance is requested. I know that Monday is difficult 
for some, but please, your Colony, Pack, Troop, Unit 
has to be represented. 
 
As for the new broom thing – I did manage to get the 
toilets sparkling clean at Little Britain; the joys of being 
DC are beyond measure!  
 
Have a great summer. 

         Mike Marsh, DC 
 

Beaver Sleepover 
This year’s Beaver sleepover was held once again at 
Sawmills and was enjoyed by all.  
 
Beavers and Leaders enjoyed an excellent supper of 
sausage and chips followed by a very healthy fresh fruit 
cocktail and the now compulsory midnight feast, 
followed an evening of fun.  
 
In the morning a number of the ‘sleeping beauties’ had 
to be roused from their slumbers to take part in morning 
exercises on the green followed by breakfast and more 
fun and games before being presented with their 
sleepover certificates.  
 
A special DC’s award was presented to ‘the leader who 
snored loudest’. All the Beavers voted on this new 
award and they unanimously selected …..? 
 
The DC says well done to ADC Carol, Theresa, Sue, 
Alan, Julie and Jenny for arranging this excellent event. 
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Fellowship Membership 
In his report to the Dorchester District Fellowship 
AGM, the Chairman, Morris XXXX, said that it was 
time to encourage more members to join the 
Fellowship.  District Bulletin readers will be aware of 
the active support they give to Scouting in numerous 
ways and the variety of monthly social activities they 
enjoy, too. Anyone who is or has been connected 
with Scouting, or would like to become involved, 
would receive a warm welcome. For details, 
including a current programme of events, contact the 
Fellowship Secretary, Ruth XXXX, on XXXX. 
 
The next event is the annual County  Fellowship Day 
on 10th September when members will visit beautiful 
Forde Abbey and its garden ten years after the very 
first County Day.    
 

An Unusual Challenge 
An initiative taken by 1st Dorchester’s Snowden Cub 
Pack led by Eileen XXXX, with the assistance of 
Mark XXXX, involved making 26 cups of tea or 
coffee for parents and others invited to an evening 
‘do’ in July. This qualified the Pack to enter a national 
marathon sponsorship Challenge in aid of the 
Children with Leukaemia charity. The Cubs served 
the visitors politely and were a credit to the Pack. 
 
We would like to receive reports from other Groups 
and Sections so that their interesting activities can be 
shared with our readers, summer camps for 
example. About 130 copies of this Bulletin are 
distributed every two months to all Group and District 
Leaders, Officers and Fellowship members, District 
Executive Committee, County Commissioner, 
Secretary and Chairman, and the Association’s Field 
Development Officer. 
  

Beaver Football Competition 
On a very hot Saturday in July six teams of Beavers 
fought it out to be crowned District Beaver Football 
Champions, 2006. 1st  Dorchester  were the 
successful team, and Pam XXXX photo shows the 
hot but happy youngsters when they had just been 
declared the winners by organiser, Mike XXXX, and 
had been presented with their trophy by the District 
Commissioner, Mike Marsh.  Well done to all who 
took part, he says.  
 

District Diary  
SEPT  

5 Young Leaders Training – Modules G & H 
9 District Bingo, Magistrates Room, Corn 

Exchange, Dorchester, 2.45 pm.  
10 County Fellowship Day, Forde Abbey. 
11 District Leaders’ Meeting, Colliton Club, 

Dorchester, 7.30 pm. 
13 District Executive Committee Meeting. 

23-24 National Conference, Warwick.  
(Open to all adults). 

OCT  
3 Young Leaders Training – Modules D & F 
7 District Bingo, Magistrates Room, Corn 

Exchange, Dorchester, 2.45 pm. 
21 Autumn Fayre, United Church Hall, South 

Street, Dorchester, for Group stalls 10 am – 
noon.  

23-27 School Half-term Holiday 
NOV  

4 District Bingo, Magistrates Room, Corn 
Exchange, Dorchester, 2.45 pm. 

6 District Leaders Meeting (to be confirmed). 
7 Young Leaders Training -- Modules C & E 
8 District Executive Committee Meeting. 

 Details from District Team 

 

Autumn Fayre 
When Group Executive Committees meet in September 
we hope they will have the Autumn Fayre on the 
Agenda. Early preparation is recommended to make 
the most of this annual event arranged by the District to 
enable Groups to have stalls to raise their own funds in 
Dorchester’s busiest shopping street. The date to note 
is Saturday morning, 21st October.  To book space, 
either to sell something or have a game, contact the 
District Secretary on 01305 262158.   

 
Cub Football Competition 
The photograph shows the winners, Crossways , in the 
foreground, with the runners-up, Charminster, standing 
behind, having just been awarded their medals by DC 
Mike Marsh.  Well done to all who took part on an 
exceptionally hot Sunday morning.  The finalists had 
fought through some tough opposition with hard-won 
games going to extra time and penalties. Pam XXXX 
says that just after she took the photo the teams were  
‘awarded’ an extra prize of a refreshing shower, 
courtesy of the team trainers armed with large buckets 
of water!  Well done to Crossways.  We look forward to 
another great competition next year!   


