DORCHESTER DISTRICT

October 2005

www.dorchesterdistrictscouts.org.uk

No. 67

A Very Happy Occasion

If you weren’t there and didn’t know, Debbie and Barry
were married at Moreton (St Nicholas) Church on
Saturday, 24" September. The sun shone, (it had to,
Debbie left orders!), and it proved to be a lovely
occasion, reports Pam [l (ADC).

Debbie and Barry’s theme for their day was “friends”
and as well as their families and many personal
friends many Scouting friends were also in
attendance.

The big Scouting secret of the day was a Guard of
Honour made up of the banners from the District.
Although Debbie and Barry had a feeling that
something was going to happen (‘cos they bought
chocolates) it was a really lovely surprise for them.

Pam concludes her report by thanking everyone for
their efforts, including Liz h for acting as her
“parade marshal”’. She has never known scouts to be
so quiet - nobody in the church knew they were there.

We're sure everyone joins Pam in wishing Debbie and
Barry every happiness for the future.

Meetings for Administrators

The next meeting for all Group Chairmen,
Treasurers and Secretaries in the District is being
held on Tuesday 25" October in the District HQ
meeting room at Little Britain at 7.30 pm. At the end
of the meeting the Scout Association’'s video on
Essential Information will be shown to all newly
appointed Group Administrators to provide them with
their mandatory training under the Association’s Adult
Training Scheme.

Then on 19" November Group Scout Leaders and
their Chairmen have been invited by the County Scout
Council to a Conference on Saturday, 19" November,
from 10 am to 4 pm at St Mary’s School, Puddletown,.
The guest speaker is to be John May from Scout
Association HQ and the subjects to be covered will be
recruitment, co-education, fund-raising, 2007, etc.

District Barn Dance

Tickets are now available from the District Secretary
or the Dorchester Tourist Information Centre for this
lively event being held on Saturday evening, 29"
October. We have a highly recommended Band that
specializes in Barn Dances with their own proficient
caller, so you'll know what to do! The Fellowship is
kindly putting on a sumptuous Ploughman’s Supper,
and they have a good reputation too! So why not
make up a party and dance the evening away?

Friendship on Brownsea

While working as part of a Scout Service Team on
Brownsea Island, Ruth and Brown |} who are
Brownsea as well as Dorchester Fellowship members,
were privileged to meet Scouts from America,
Canada, Denmark, Australia, France, Holland, Ireland
and New Zealand. They were delighted to hear Polish
Scouts singing with Portland Brownies, later joined by
two Australian Leaders visiting Brownsea on their
honeymoon.

Ruth says their time spent with 77 Korean youngsters,
sharing their seaweed soup and spicy noodles, would
not be forgotten. As the Korean Group prepared to
leave Scouts from Cheltenham arrived, shortly
followed by five Scouts from Brazil. Everyone joined
together and tied friendship knots in each other’s
scarves. If only the world could live together in such
harmony, what a wonderful place it would be,
comments Ruth.

District Leaders’ Meeting

Helen Johnson from Scout HQ is coming to the
District on Thursday, 27" October, to speak to all
Leaders  on Co-education and Centenary
Celebrations.  This will be at Little Britain HQ,
Dorchester, at 7.30 pm and Debbie is looking forward
to a good attendance.



The Polish Partnership

Historia, Dziedzictwo, Mity i Legendy — to us that
means History, Heritage, Myths and Legends and it
was the theme for Dorchester District Explorers’
summer camp. For three weeks in August they hosted
a group of Polish Scouts and Guides from Piekary
Slaskie, a mining area in Upper Silesia, reports
organiser lan [JJJJll. now DESC. Their programme
started with Martins Angels (their Leaders are called
Martin and Angelika) being met in London and taken
on an intense two-day tour of the main attractions of
the capital arranged by Dan [l AsL. This
included Baden-Powell House, Brompton Oratory,
General Sikorski museum and Katyn memorial, as
well as an overview from the London Eye and a grand
tour of Windsor on the way back to Dorset.

A traditional camp at Buddens followed, giving the
Angels and Explorers time to develop friendships,
compete as mixed teams and learn about each other’s
traditions and festivals. While in Dorset they hiked on
the Purbeck coast and from Hardy’'s Monument to
Maiden Castle. They were to be seen exploring
Dorchester finding out about the Romans and our
County town’s history and heritage. They also cycled
along the Wessex Ridgeway from Batcome towards
Dorchester and back through the Frome valley and, of
course, they visited Brownsea Island.

lan’s fascinating report continues. As part of the
Roman theme they visited Bath on route to The Robin
Hood campsite at Nottingham to spend a couple of
days around Sherwood Forest, then into the fast lane
for a treat at Alton Towers. Having been hyped up it
was time to calm down by putting on their hiking boots
and head for the hills. They walked out of Shropshire
into Wales along a well-preserved part of Offa’s Dyke,
then to the Black Mountains to walk along the border.
Finally the mini-tour took them to Glastonbury to
discover the magic and mystery of King Arthur,
concludes lan

What a truly adventurous time they had, and an
experience for the District Explorers and Polish
Scouts/Guides to remember. lan was helped by Barry
Thomas who drove one of the two mini-buses, plus
trailer, Dave .for the time centred at Buddens,
and Barbara for all the cooking. It was clearly
a great success and all those involved are to be
congratulated. We understand that some 15 names
are already down for a return visit to Poland next year.

New Appointments

The District Appointments Sub-Committee has been
pleased to approve Scout Leader Warrants for three
more recruits, subject to completion of the training
requirements of the Scout Association. We welcome
Christina Yl who joins her husband Alan to help
him run the Cub Pack at Milborne St Andrew, Philip
I /o is to become Assistant Cub Leader at
Crossways for GSL Andrew |l and Steven
moving from the Explorer Unit to be an
Assistant Scout Leader in the Maiden Newton Scout
Troop. Steve is working for his D of E Gold Award.

District Diary

OCTOBER
4 Young Leader Training, Modules D & F.
11 Adult Training Module 1 — West Bay
15 District Cub Scout Cooking Competition
22 Autumn Fare, United Church Hall, South

St Charles St., Dorchester, 10 am to
noon. Group Stalls.
24 - 28 Half Term

25 Group Administrators Meeting, Little
Britain, Dorchester, 7.30 pm.

27 District Leaders Meeting, Little Britain,
Dorchester, HQ Speaker, 7.30 pm.

29 District Barn Dance, with Ploughman’s

Supper, Corn Exchange, Dorchester,8 pm
NOVEMBER

1 Adult Training Module 1 — Weymouth

5 District Bingo, Magistrates Room, Corn
Exchange, Dorchester, 2.45 pm.

8 Young Leaders Training, Modules C & E

9 District Executive Committee Meeting

15 Adult Training Module 3 — Dorchester

19 County Conference for GSLS & Group
Chairmen, St Mary’s School, Puddletown,

10 am - 4 pm.

19 First Aid Course, Little Britain, Dorchester,
9am-5pm

DECEMBER

3 District Bingo, Magistrates Room, Corn

Exchange, Dorchester, 2.45 pm.
5-19 Scout Christmas Post
17 Fellowship Service to Receive the Peace

Light from Bethlehem, Wimborne Minster,
6 pm. Open to all, including children.

Details from District Team

Regional Fellowship Day

A number of Dorchester District Fellowship members
spent a pleasant time at the Regional Fellowship Day
held at Poole this year on Sunday, 18" September.
Jm [ Assistant County Commissioner
(Fellowship) reports that the event was attended by as
many as 240 Fellowship members, attracting many
from outside the Region. The day's programme
involved a choice of interesting local venues to visit in
the morning. In the afternoon everyone attended a
Thanksgiving Service filing St Peter's Church,
Parkstone, where Lord Baden-Powell was married.
Cyril NI proudly represented Dorchester with
its Fellowship banner held high. Afterwards, a
substantial tea in the Church Hall was organised by
Ruth [ Gz

First Aid

A course of Training by lan McKenzie of St John
Ambulance is being held on Saturday, 19™ November
at Little Britain HQ, Dorchester, from 9 am to 5 pm at
a cost of £12. To book one of the limited places,
please contact the DC by 24" October.

Wanted

CDs, DVDs and bits of bric-a-bac are wanted for the
District stall at the Autumn Fayre on 22" October; just
leave any items in the District Secretary’s porch,
address below. Don't forget to book your Group stall.

The next Bulletin will be published on 30" November
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